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December 14, 2020 
 
Vermont Transportation Board 
67 Aspen Circle 
Shelburne, VT  05482 
 
Dear Vermont Transportation Board Members, 
 
I have been authorized by the Board of the Chamber & Economic Development of the Rutland Region 
(CEDRR) to register CEDRR’s opposition to naming the Rutland Southern Vermont Regional Airport 
terminal building the “Walter E. Houghton Memorial Terminal.”  When polled, no member of the 
CEDRR Board recognized Mr. Houghton’s name or accomplishments.  Although Mr. Houghton may 
have notoriety elsewhere, we do not believe that this warrants naming a facility after him in Rutland 
County.   
 
The CEDRR decision is in concert with the unanimous vote by the Rutland Southern Vermont Regional 
Airport Committee to contest the naming.  In addition, we do not believe the naming is supported by 
the requirement in the Rules for Renaming page 8 (G) which state, "When considering a proposal to 
name a transportation facility after a person or family, the Board may consider whether the person or 
family made some significant contribution to the transportation facility or the region where the 
transportation facility is located or earned a favorable local, regional, national, or international 
reputation or whose character and integrity, whether or not accompanied by fame or fortune, warrant 
remembrance."   
 
This decision in no way intended to disparage Mr. Houghton’s name, integrity, accomplishments, or 
legacy.  But, we believe that the tribute of a “naming” should have local recognizable significance.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Lyle P. Jepson 
Executive Director 
 
cc  John B. Zicconi, Executive Secretary Vermont Transporation Board 
 John Casella II, CEDRR Board PresidentRepresentative  

Butch Shaw, Rutland Delegation Chair 
Joe Giancola, Chair of the Rutland Southern Vermont Regional Airport Committee  
Chris Beitzel, Manager Rutland Southern Vermont Regional Airport Committee 

















John, 
 
Thanks for your prompt reply and clarifying that it is only the terminal building--I wondered about that, 
and yes, it does change my thoughts.  I would have no concern or objection to renaming just that 
building. BJB 
 
On 12/2/2020 10:12 AM, Zicconi, John wrote: 
> Bradley, 
> 
> Thanks for your comments. I will share them with the Board. One thing, however. You mention you 
are opposed to renaming the "Rutland Airport." To be clear, the proposal is to only name the terminal 
building at the Rutland Airport. Doing this would not change the name of the airport itself. Does this in 
any way change your thoughts? 
> 
> John Zicconi 
> Executive Secretary 
> Vermont Transportation Board & 
> Vermont New Motor Vehicle Arbitration Board 
> 14 Baldwin Street 
> Montpelier, VT 05620 
> 802-343-7280 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Brad Bender <wallacad@vermontel.net> 
> Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 9:55 PM 
> To: Zicconi, John <John.Zicconi@vermont.gov> 
> Subject: Re-naming Rutland Airport 
> 
> EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the 
sender. 
> 
> Dear Mr. Zicconi, 
> 
> I am opposed to renaming the Rutland airport because it takes away the identity of the region and 
there has been a lot of work by many individuals and organizations and individuals over the last several 
decades to "put Rutland on the map." 
> 
> While there is no question that Mr. Houghton was an honorable man, he does not have an identity 
with Rutland and I would be willing to bet that if you were to conduct a poll, most people, if not all 
would not know who he even was.  The name Walter E. Houghton Memorial Terminal has a very odd 
and somewhat scary ring to it--memorial terminal sounds like a tribute to death from an incurable 
disease. 
> 
> Bradley J. Bender 
> 
> Selectman, Town of Danby  
> 
 

mailto:wallacad@vermontel.net
mailto:John.Zicconi@vermont.gov


 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------ 
I do not think we should be  renaming our terminal building ,it has Green marble sign next to the 

entrance of the building and was placed their  to thank our Governor for providing the necessary funds 

to improve our airport in the early years .The airport committee has had  two meeting on the name 

change request with no member voting in favor of changing the name also I have not found any one 

person in favor of it. I have been the chairman of the airport group for more than 10 years and help 

make this one of the best airport in new England  This name on the building only adds problems for our 

dedicated people working many hours to improve our great airport . Thanks for your time JOE  G. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Joseph A. Giancola 

JAG Real Estate 

Giancola Construction Corp. 

THE GIANCOLA FAMILY OF COMPANIES 

140 Granger Street 

Rutland, Vermont 05701 

(802) 773-6251 

(802) 773-6227 FAX 

(802) 236-1548 CELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gene Richards 

Director of Aviation 

1200 Airport Drive, #1 

South Burlington, VT 05403 
   

 

 To Whom It May Concern,  

 

When beginning the role as Director of Aviation in 2012, Walt spent an 

abundance of time with me being supportive and directional. He instilled in me 

the importance and necessity of the future of all Vermont aviation, commercial, 

military and general, and how it strategically enhances the way us Vermonters 

work, live and play. Without many resources, the aviation community in Vermont 

remains strong due to Walt's teaching, mentorship and shepherding to so many. 

Walt was a true Vermonter in every way and his support will never be forgotten. I 

strongly support the naming of the Rutland Southern Vermont State Airport 

terminal building the "Walt E. Houghton Memorial Terminal"; this naming will 

complement the Airport and Walt's true passion for aviation.  

 

 

Best, 

  

 
 

 Gene Richards 

Director of Aviation  

Burlington International Airport  

grichardsbtv.aero 

802-343-9909 

 

  

 
 

 

 

BURLINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT   







                                                                      

                                                                                              
State of Vermont         Agency of Transportation 
Division of Policy, Planning and 
   Intermodal Development  
One National Life Drive     
Montpelier, VT 05633     [phone]  802-505-3480 
vtrans.vermont.gov     [ttd]  800-253-0191 
 

 
 

 
January 15, 2021 

 
Vermont Transportation Board  
67 Aspen Circle 
Shelburne, VT 05482 

 
Dear Vermont Transportation Board Members, 

 
The Agency of Transportation understands that the Town of Clarendon and the City of 
Rutland, along with the Chamber & Economic Development of the Rutland Region have all 
registered their input regarding the naming of the terminal building at the Rutland Southern 
Vermont Regional Airport.  We are pleased to learn of this input as we believe that this 
decision should be guided by official local and regional input. 
 
The State of Vermont will not be offering a specific recommendation regarding the naming of 
the facility but will await the decision of the Transportation Board and then implement any 
changes as needed. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Best, 
 
 
Michele Boomhower, Division Director 
 
Cc: Dan Delabruere, Rail & Aviation Bureau Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.vtrans.vermont.gov/


December 4, 2020 

Dear Sir or Madame, 

Please let this letter serve as my comment upon the proposed re-naming of the Rutland Regional Airport 
terminal.  I am a long-time pilot having flown out of the Rutland Regional Airport for almost 60 years.  

I do not believe that the name of the terminal should be changed.  There are so many pilots who 
honored the airport by their presence. 

My example is Peter Val Preda.  Peter was from Rutland and called the Rutland airport home.  Peter left 
high school in Rutland to serve his country.  In World War II he served in Europe as captain of a B-24 
bomber, bombing Hitler’s last oil fields in Rumania, where he survived several close calls.  On his last 
mission, he flew a hazardous bombing run in northern Europe.  His engines were damaged, and he was 
forced to parachute into the North Sea.  He was picked up by a German sub and spent two years in a 
German concentration camp.    

When the war was over Peter chose to return to Rutland where he remained as a fixture in the business 
community until near the end of his life when he entered the Veteran’s Hospital in White River Junction 
– where he died. 

Peter is one of many great pilots who called the Rutland Airport home. 

Sincerely,  

Ted Corsones 
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